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Gentlemen:  He:  Blind  Persons  Employed  in  War  Industries 

in  the  United  States  as  of  J anuary  1 ,  1943 

This  is  a  compilation  of  reports  submitted  by  agencies  for  the 
blind  in  response  to  an  inquiry  seeking  information  on  this  subject. 


Undoubtedly,  this  report  does  not  include  all  the  employment 
of  blind  persons  in  war  industries,  and  no  effort  has  been  made  to 
include  blind  persons  employed  in  civilian  activities  or  sheltered 
workshops  making  war  materials.  It  serves  to  indicate  only  the 
possibilities  and  the  fact  that  the  employment  of  blind  persons  is 
not  as  restricted  as  it  is  commonly  assumed  to  be  by  the  average 
sighted  observer.  In  every  instance  the  blind  worker  achieves  at 
least  the  same  production  as  the  sighted  employee  at  the  same  task, 
and  in  most  instances  production  rates  of  blind  workers  are  higher 
than  those  of  the  average  sighted  employee,  and  there  is  usually  less 
defective  workmanship. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a  number  of  individuals  are  classified 
as  partially  sighted.  This  indicates  that  the  individual  has  some 
very  limited  useful  vision;  ho?/ever,  everyone  listed  comes  within 
the  present  day  accepted  definition  of  blindness  which  is  as  follows: 

"A  blind  person  is  one  who  has  not  more  than  20/200  of 
visual  acuity  in  the  better  eye  with  correcting  lenses; 
or  visual  acuity  greater  than  20/200  but  with  a  limitation 
in  the  fields  of  vision  such  that  the  widest  diameter  of 
the  visual  field  subtends  an  angle  no  greater  than  twenty 
degrees . " 

Many  employers  hesitate  to  accept  blind  workers  for  four  basic 
reasons;  namely,  Injury,  Compensation,  Personal  Care  and  Labor  Unions: 


1.  Injury.  Experience  shows  that  blind  workers  exercise  a 
higher  degree  of  care  than  their  sighted  associates  and  up  to  the 
present  time  there  are  no  records  of  compensable  accidents. 
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2.  Compensation.  All  insurance  companies,.,  both  public  and 
private,  dealing  with  Workmen’s  Compensation  accept  blind  workers  on 
the  same  basis  as  the  sighted  and  there  is  no  extra  cost  to  the 
employer  because  of  his  cooperation  in  the  employment  of  blind  persons. 
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3.  Personal  Care.  It  is  unnecessary  for  the  employer  to  make 
special  provision  for  guide  service  in  and  out,  or  around  the  plant, 
since  all  necessary  service  of  this  kind  is  spontaneously  offered 

and  given  hy  sighted  associates  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  employer 
to  he  concerned  with  this  subject. 

4.  Labor  Unions.  When  the  employment  of  blind  persons  is 
properly  explained  to  Labor  Unions,  they  are  glad  to  accept  blind 
persons  on  the  same  basis  as  sighted  members. 

Under  no  circumstances  should  a  blind  person  be  permitted  to 
remain  on  any  job  unless  he  reaches  normal  production  in  the  standard 
length  of  time  required  by  sighted  workers. 

Practically  all  of  the  placements  listed  in  this  report  have 
been  secured  by  observing  the  following  principles: 

1.  The  most  outstanding  results  are  secured  by  agencies  which 
employ  capable  blind  persons  who  can  analyze  industrial  processes, 
and  by  demonstration  prove  that  selected  processes  can  be  performed 
satisfactorily  without  sight. 

2.  The  placement  agency  carefully  matches  the  qualifications 
of  the  blind  person  to  the  requirements  of  the  job  and  the  environment 
in  which  the  person  is  to  be  employed. 

3.  The  placement  agency  is  permanently  responsible  for 
satisfactory  performance  on  the  part  of  the  blind  employees  and 
relieves  the  sighted  employer  of  all  serious  desciplinary  and  replace¬ 
ment  problems. 

This  report  is  prepared  to  assist  all  persons  interested  in 
and  engaged  in  the  placing  of  blind  persons  in  war  industries,  and 
if  further  detailed  explanation  about  any  one  job  is  required,  such 
requests  should  be  made  directly  to  the  agency  that  submitted  the 
report. 

Under  no  circumstances  should  any  individual  or  agency  contact 
these  emu 1 oyer  companies  directly  or  indirectly .  and  all  inquiries  for 
information  or  employment  must  be  directed  to  the  placement  agency 
which  is  listed  in  this  bulletin  as  filing  that  particular  part  of  the 
report .  Any  other  procedure  may  result  in  the  loss  of  employment  to 
blind  persons . 

For  brevity  in  this  report  we  have  kept  the  description  of 
the  jobs  to  a  minimum. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  some  corporations  object  to  publicity, 
this  report  is  not  for  re-publication. 


Yours  very  truly 


LQL/BC 


Lawrence  Q.  Lewis 
Executive  Director 
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